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INTRODUCTION

Abstract

This study ventures into uncharted territory by delving into the intricate
tapestry of character values embodied by elementary school students, as
delineated within the pages of the Independent Curriculum Class 1V
Science Teacher's Book. While the significance of character education
in shaping young minds is widely acknowledged, this research pioneers
a novel approach by scrutinizing the nuanced portrayal of character
values embedded within the curriculum materials tailored for fourth-
grade students. Leveraging a qualitative methodology, researchers
conducted an exhaustive document study, meticulously collecting and
analyzing the requisite literature, including softbooks and hardbooks.
The findings unearth a compelling revelation: amidst the prescribed
curriculum, certain character values crucial for holistic development are
conspicuously absent, potentially undermining the efficacy of the
teaching and learning process. Such gaps in character education not
only impede academic progress but also exert deleterious effects on
students' social and emotional well-being, both within the classroom
environment and beyond. By spotlighting these lacunae, this study
underscores the imperative for a comprehensive overhaul of character
education initiatives, advocating for a more robust integration of
essential values into the educational fabric. The research serves as a
clarion call for educators and policymakers alike to redouble their
efforts in nurturing a generation imbued with exemplary character
values, thereby fostering a more compassionate and resilient society.
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Education has a very important role in developing Human Resources. In developing Human
Resources it must be focused on increasing the productivity and efficiency of the human itself
(Werdhiastutie et al., 2020; Prasetyo & Kistanti, 2020). In addition, education is a process in making
students actualize themselves in everyday life (Dewi & Primayana, 2019; Susilawati et al., 2022). One
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of the functions of national education in Indonesia is to shape the character of the younger generation as
stipulated in the National Education System Law number 20 of 2003 (Hartono et al., 2018; Helda &
Syahrani, 2022; Jannah & Fahlevi, 2018). In the world of education, the curriculum has a very
important role and the curriculum currently used is the Merdeka Curriculum.

The independent curriculum is a policy issued by the Ministry of Education and Culture for the
recovery of learning due to the pandemic that has hit the world, especially Indonesia (Sari, Asyhar &
Purwaningsih, 2023; Pratikno et al., 2022). The change in the 2013 Curriculum to become an Merdeka
Curriculum is a government effort to reform national education (Kasman & Lubis, 2022; Hersusetiyati
& Chandra, 2022). By using the Merdeka Curriculum, you can choose the optimal method so that you
can continue the learning process comfortably (Nurhayati et al., 2022; Nugrohadi et al., 2022). The
Merdeka Curriculum can answer the needs of the 21st century through character education.

Currently character education is very important to develop. Character education is a very
important part for students because they will become wise successors in leading the nation and state
(Pradana et al., 2020; Martiningsih et al., 2019). Character education in 21st century skills is very
important in achieving future success (Malik, 2018; Gonzalez-Pérez & Ramirez-Montoya, 2022; Astuti
et al., 2019). Also can help students in developing the important traits that exist in him (Singh, 2019;
Khaidir & Suud, 2020). So that character education needs to be taught in every subject, one of which is
IPAS.

In science subjects, it can be used as a means to develop character education for students if the
learning process goes well. IPAS is a subject that combines Natural Sciences and Social Sciences and is
a new subject in the independent curriculum. The character values used are the character values
contained in Pancasila (Asbari & Purwanto, 2022; Khoirina et al., 2022; Akhuai et al., 2022). Its values
are religious, love for the motherland, humanity, fairness, and social spirit (Fajrussalam et al., 2022;
Tampilen et al., 2021). Character education programs in schools are aimed at students who are ethical,
moral and responsible (Saputro & Murdiono, 2020; Pala, 2011). By doing this program can build
student character values in IPAS.

Research on the analysis of character values in science subjects has been carried out by
Sukarno, Win & Hong, 2024; Permatasari & Anwas (2019) explained that character education can be
taught and assist in the formation of character and ethical values. Because education has an important
role in shaping the character of students (Ikhwan et al., 2020; Humaeroh & Dewi, 2021). However,
teachers sometimes experience difficulties in integrating character values in learning (Rohmahtika, &
Wirayuda, 2023; Maryono et al., 2018). Because of this problem, training will be held for teachers so
they can teach character education to students. At present, students are experiencing a character crisis so
that student character education is needed under the guidance of the teacher, because students spend
more time at school so that teachers can carry out character education for students. The difference
between this research and the previous one is that the subjects studied used the teacher's book on the
merdeka curriculum. Despite the extensive literature on character education, there remains a gap in
understanding how character values are embedded within curriculum materials, particularly at the
elementary school level. Existing research often focuses on broad frameworks or specific intervention
programs, overlooking the role of curriculum resources in shaping students' character development.
This study addresses this gap by examining the representation of character values in the Independent
Curriculum Class IV Science Teacher's Book, providing valuable insights into areas where character
education may be strengthened or improved.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in conducting this research with the
aim that the researcher can identify character values that are not owned by students where the values
have been determined by the teacher. The formulation of the problem in this research is what character
values are identified in the science subjects. The variables used in this research are character values.
With this research, it is hoped that the character that exists in students can really emerge. Based on the
description above, the researcher is interested in raising the title of this study, Analyzing the Character
Values of Elementary School Students in the Class IV Science Teacher's Book of Merdeka Curriculum.

This study uses a qualitative method. In qualitative research focused on understanding and
observing a phenomenon that occurs in research subjects (Johnson et al., 2020). Types of qualitative
research, such as phenomenology, ethnography, narrative approach, grounded theory, content analysis,
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and others (Mohajan, 2018). In this qualitative method, researchers will use a type of research in the
form of a documentation study.

The population is all groups of people who have certain characteristics (Andrade, 2021). The
research subjects were character values in class IV IPAS subjects in the Independent Curriculum IPAS
Teacher's book. In the teacher's book a review will be carried out and grouped into several aspects that
will be analyzed, namely material, questions, and assignments then mapped out in Table 1. Searching
for literature and previous research can support this research. After searching for relevant literature and
research, reviewing the teacher's book found 18 Character values that need to be instilled in students
during the teaching and learning process.

The research instrument used by researchers is documentation or document analysis techniques.
In collecting data, rely more on secondary sources such as books, articles, and others (Lochmiller,
2021). Therefore, researchers collect data - data sourced from books - books such as softbooks,
hardbooks, and other literature.

In this study, qualitative data analysis will be used to identify character values that will be
obtained by students. Researchers will identify the Independent Curriculum IPAS teacher's book, what
character values are contained in the aspects being analyzed, namely material, questions and
assignments. In this study, there are three activities to be carried out. The first activity is grouping the
characters which will be analyzed from several aspects, namely material, questions, and assignments.
Next, what will be done is to conduct a literature review by collecting the required sources, such as
books or journals. The last step is to identify the character values that are instilled in students during the
teaching and learning process. The research procedure in data collection can be diagrammed as follows.

subject values in the material

Determine the research Gl e s |:> Identify student character

Figure 1. Research procedure
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

There are 18 Character values that must be possessed by students. According to Tyaningsih et
al. (2020), he Ministry of National Education has also identified 18 character values that need to be
instilled in students, which are based on Religion, Pancasila, Culture, and National Education Goals.
The eighteen values are: religious, honest, tolerant, disciplined, hard working, creative, independent,
democratic, curiosity, national spirit, love for the motherland, respect for achievement,
friendly/communicative, love peace, love to read, care for the environment, social care, responsibility.
Strong character makes a person strong and stable. This is very important for the nation and its life.
Because this decision involves high personal integrity. This integrity is important to be formed through
character education so that it is high.

Based on the Merdeka Curriculum IPAS teacher's book, 18 student character values will be
analyzed from several aspects, such as material, questions and assignments. In the three aspects
analyzed, there are several character values that have been achieved by students and there are also
character values that have not been achieved by students. The character values that have been analyzed
through the Science Class IV Teacher's Book of Merdeka Curriculum so that the character values
analyzed can be seen in Table 1.
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Table 1. Character Values Found in Science Subjects

Charact Analysis
aracter Content (Material) Question Assignment (Project)

Honest v v

Tolerance v v
Discipline v v
Hard work v v v
Creative v v v
Independent v v v
Democratic v

Curiosity v v v
Spirit of nationality v

Love the Motherland v
Appreciate Achievements v v
Friendly/Communicative v v
Love peace v

Like to read v v v
Environmental care v v v
Responsibility v v

Based on Table 1 above, it is known that the character values in analyzing the material are
honest, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, democracy, curiosity, national spirit,
respect for achievement, friendly/communicative, peace-loving, fond of reading, care for the
environment and responsibility. The characters contained when analyzing the questions are honest, hard
working, creative, independent, curious, fond of reading, caring for the environment and responsibility.
Furthermore, the characters contained when analyzing the project are tolerance, discipline, hard work,
creative, independent, curiosity, love of the motherland, respect for achievement,
friendly/communicative, fond of reading, caring for the environment and responsibility. Character
values that were not found in conducting material analysis, problem analysis, and project task analysis
can be seen in Table 2.

Table 2. Character Values that are not Found in Science Subjects

Character - Ana_ly5|s - -
Content (Material) Question Assignment (Project)
Religious - - -
Social Care — — —

Based on Table 2 it can be seen that the characters in the analysis of the material, questions,
and project assignments the character values that were not found were religious and socially caring
characters.

After being analyzed in Table 1 shows the character values found in students in material
analysis, problem analysis and project task analysis. From the results of the analysis it can be seen that
the material only fulfills the character values of honesty, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative,
independent, democracy, curiosity, national spirit, respect for achievement, friendly/communicative,
love peace, like to read, care for the environment and responsibility. Then in analyzing the character
values that are fulfilled, namely honest, hard work, creative, independent, curiosity, fond of reading,
caring for the environment and responsibility. Furthermore, the characters contained when analyzing the
project are tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, curiosity, love of the motherland,
respect for achievement, friendly/communicative, fond of reading, caring for the environment and
responsibility.

The large number of character values that have not been fulfilled in science subjects causes the
learning process to not go well. The impact of implementing internalization in character building is
habituation to the activities carried out by students (Mashuri & Fanani, 2021). In the formation of
character values in students, the government also has a role that is carried out starting from education
(Medina, 2023).
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The results shown in Table 2 show that character values are not instilled in students of grade 1V
IPA in the Mrerdeka Curriculum. These values are religious values and social care, where these values
are very important values in developing student character. To fulfill all unidentified character values,
the teacher must provide literature that can foster character values.

Religion in human life is very important, especially in education. Religious character is a
character that contains the human inner life in religion and one's experience in living religion
(Maundeni, 2023; Astalini et al, 2023; Thowilah, 2021). With a lack of religious character in students,
the learning process will not be optimal so that it will hinder the achievement of educational goals.
Many factors cause the absence of character values in students, one of which is the lack of delivery of
these character values by the teacher (Rahayu et al, 2020). In the absence of religious character values,
the teacher can carry out religious habituation or can use books that have religious material so that it is
expected to increase the religious character of students.

The value of religious character is a very important character in education. With religious
character, students can face changing times by being able to sort out what is good and what is bad. So
that students can control themselves in behaving in something and can also increase student confidence.

Social concern in human life is very important, especially in education and everyday life.
Social care is the behavior of a person or group to care about the surrounding environment (Isnaeni &
Ningsih, 2021; Utami et al., 2022). Lunturnya nilai karakter peduli sosial pada siswa terhadap
lingkungannya akan mempengaruhi proses perkembangan sosial anak (Agustina et al., 2022). Due to
the lack of social caring character values, teachers can provide examples of ways or actions in caring for
their environment.

The social care character value is a character that will be used in the school and community
environment so it is very important for students. Social care plays an important role in educating
individuals who are socially sensitive with attitudes and actions that always want to help others in need.
Moreover, without the value of social care, solidarity between people will not work well.

The novelty of this study presents a exploration into the character values depicted in elementary
school students through the lens of the Independent Curriculum Class IV Science Teacher's Book.
While character education is a fundamental aspect of schooling, this research offers a unique
perspective by analyzing the portrayal of character values within the curriculum materials designed for
class IV students. By focusing on the content of the teacher's book, this study sheds light on the implicit
messages conveyed to students about the importance of character development. Implication this
research have significant implications for educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers involved
in shaping the educational experiences of elementary school students. By identifying character values
that may be underrepresented or overlooked in the curriculum materials, stakeholders can make
informed decisions about curriculum design and implementation. Moreover, this study underscores the
importance of intentional and explicit character education efforts within the classroom, which can
positively impact students' behavior and academic performance. Limitation this study offers valuable
insights into the portrayal of character values in the Independent Curriculum Class IV Science Teacher's
Book, it is not without limitations. The qualitative nature of the research may limit the generalizability
of the findings beyond the specific context of the teacher's book analyzed. Additionally, the reliance on
document analysis as the primary method of data collection may overlook the perspectives and
experiences of students and teachers in the classroom. Future research could benefit from incorporating
multiple data sources and exploring the effectiveness of character education interventions within the
curriculum.

Based on the results obtained, the researcher can conclude that in the IPAS Class IV Subject of
the Merdeka, not all character values are fulfilled in elementary school students. Of the 18 Character
values that students must have, namely religious, honest, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative,
independent, democratic, curiosity, national spirit, love of the motherland, respect for achievement,
friendly/communicative, love peace, love to read, environmental care, social care, responsibility. And
for character values that have not been identified, there are two, namely religious and social care.
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