
 

Vol. 5 No. 1, April 2024 

AD-DHUHA: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab dan Budaya Islam 

https: //online-journal.unja.ac.id/Ad-Dhuha 

 

Strategies for Improving Arabic Speaking Skills in An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding 

Schools 

Strategi Meningkatkan Keterampilan Berbicara Bahasa Arab di Pondok Pesantren An-

Nur Tangkit 
 

 

Khairul Mizan1*, Musdalipa2, Ahmad Mubaligh3 
1,3 Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic University, Indonesia 
2 Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin State Islamic University, Indonesia 

*220104210030@student.uin-malang.ac.id  

 

 المستخلص 

بالطلاقة مهما قد تعلموا منذ المدرسة   لا يتكلموا  لأن الطلاب  ،أظهر تعليم اللغة العربية اهتماما جادا بمهارة الكلام

حث . لذلك، هناك حاجة لاستخدام الاستراتيجية الفعالة في تعليم اللغة. هدف هذا البالجامعة  حتى  الإبتدائية  

لكشف عن استراتيجية معهد النور تيكيت في ترقية مهارة الكلام. وهذا البحث هو  البحث الوصفي النوعي بالنوع  

الدراسة الحالة. جُمع البيانات من قبل الملاحظة والمقابلة والتوثيق. قام الباحث تحليلها بالنموذج ميلز وهوبرمان. 

سسة تعليمية ملتزمة باستخدام اللغة العربية والإنجليزية كلغة مؤ  وه تنكيتالنور  معهدأن  البحثأظهرت نتائج 

( إعطاء المفردات الجديدة لكل يوم الإثنين والأربعاء والخميس 1. أما استراتيجية المستخدمة هي:   لتواصل اليوميا

الصبح؛   صلاة  بعد  والأحد  لمدة  2والسبت  والجمعة  الثلاثاء  يوم  لكل  المحادثة  ممارسة  باس  30(  تخدام دقيقة 

( ممارسة المحاضرة  4( استخدام الطريقة المباشرة في الدروس الموجهة نحو اللغة؛  3المفردات المقدمة السابقة؛  

لغوية، أي استخدام اللغتين العربية والإنجليزية وحظر استخدام  ال بيئة  الخلق  (  5لكل يوم الثلاثاء والخميس؛  

اللغة.  البات عقد مسابقة بين الطلاب والط(  6؛  اللغة الإندونيسية   في  لذلك يمكن    لخلق روح تنافسية للطلاب 

 لطلاب. ا الكلام عند ةمهار  رقيةلت الفعالة ةالاستنتاج أن هذه الاستراتيجيات هي الاستراتيجي

 .  المعهد الكلام؛   ة مهار  ؛فتاحية: الاستراتيجيةالكلمات الم

 
Abstract 

Learning Arabic shows serious attention to speaking skills, because many students do not speak 
fluently even though they have studied from MI (elementary school) to university. Therefore, 
the need for appropriate strategies in learning. This research aims to explore the strategies of 
the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding school in improving speaking skills. This research is a 
qualitative descriptive research with a case study type. Data was collected through observation, 
interviews and documentation. Then analyzed using Mills and Huberman. The research results 
show that the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding School is an educational institution that is 
committed to using Arabic and English as the languages of daily communication. The strategies 
used are: a) providing vocabulary every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 
after morning prayers; b) conversation practice every Tuesday and Friday for 30 minutes with 
a theme according to the vocabulary given previously; c) requires the use of direct methods in 
language-oriented learning; d) speech practice every Tuesday and Thursday; e) creating a 
language environment, namely the use of Arabic and English and prohibiting the use of 
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Indonesian, let alone regional languages; f) holding competitions between man students and 
female students to create a competitive spirit for student in language. so it can be concluded 
that these strategies are the right strategies to improve speaking skills for students. 
Keyword: Strategy; Speaking Skill; Islamic Boarding School 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Arabic is one of the international 
languages after English, which became the 
first international language in the world (F. 
A. Pratama, 2017). Therefore, Arabic is a 
foreign language for Indonesians because 
it is not included in the group of regional or 
ethnic languages that are generally used 
every day (Satriawan, 2023). the use of 
Arabic in Indonesia tends to be the focus of 
religious learning and certain formal 
education, making it a foreign language 
that requires special understanding and 
skills (Baroroh & Tolinggi, 2020).  

Among Muslims, Arabic is not only 
considered a language of communication, 
Arabic is believed to be a religious 
language. This is based on the al-Qur’an 
being the main source of Islamic teachings 
in Arabic. Likewise with al-Hadith and 
other Islamic treasures (Mubaligh et al., 
2022). Language acquisition can 
encourage a person's intellectual 
development (Yusvida, 2020). Language 
acquisition involves two skills, namely the 
ability to produce speech spontaneously 
and the ability to understand other 
people's speech (Qof et al., n.d.). Language 
acquisition is more generally used to 
describe the process of learning a first 
language. Meanwhile, for second 
languages, the term used is language 
learning (Ningtiyas, 2021). 

Arabic language learning has four 
specific skills namely listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills (Muid & 
Pratama, 2023); (Al-Sobhi & Preece, 2018). 
Speaking skills are one of four language 
skills, namely the ability to convey 
information, ideas or thoughts orally 
clearly and effectively (Hidayati & 

Darmuki, 2021). This skill involves the 
ability to organize words, intonation and 
facial expressions to communicate well 
(Sholihah, 2020). In the context of 
language learning, speaking skills are an 
important element for developing 
students' communication skills, both 
during learning and in everyday life 
(Darmuki & Hariyadi, 2019). Talking is the 
first way to connect and communicate 
between people (Sugiarto et al., 2020). 
With speaking skills, students can convey 
various information and convey desires, 
needs and feelings to other people 
(Mubaligh et al., 2022). Thus, speaking 
Arabic must be based on the ability to 
listen, pronounce and mastery of 
vocabulary and expressions (Fahmi & 
Rahmanudin, 2022). 

The importance of speaking skills in 
learning Arabic shows the need for serious 
attention to teaching speaking skills in 
various educational institutions, including 
Islamic boarding schools, madrasah, 
schools and other institutions. A teaching 
and learning processcertainly has goals 
and objectives to be achieved (Sobri et al., 
2024). Learning Arabic should provide 
adequate time allocation for the 
development of speaking skills, 
considering its significance in everyday 
communication. Unfortunately, in reality, 
teaching speaking skills has not run 
optimally (Baroroh & Rahmawati, 2020). 
Many students spend time studying from 
elementary school to college level, but 
their speaking skills do not reach the 
expected level (Mubaligh et al., 2022). This 
suggests a need for improvements in 
teaching approaches, which may involve 
strategies such as increased interactivity 
in the classroom, emphasis on Arabic 
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learning environments, and the use of 
assistive technology. By making these 
changes, educational institutions can 
ensure that students not only understand 
the structure of the Arabic language, but 
are also able to apply speaking skills 
effectively in everyday life. 

The lack of learning Arabic speaking 
skills is caused by several factors, one of 
which is that the teaching strategies used 
by teachers are conventional and tend to 
be teacher-centered. The learning process 
does not yet provide students with the 
opportunity to speak Arabic to express it 
and practice their language skills. In line 
with Darwati Nalole, one of the 
weaknesses and deficiencies of traditional 
methods in language learning in Indonesia 
is the lack of intensive speaking practice, 
so that students are less able to express 
their thoughts and feelings orally (Nalole, 
2018). The lack of interaction in learning 
speaking skills results in students having 
difficulty understanding and applying 
speaking principles practically without 
direct guidance. In addition, a lack of 
interaction can reduce students' 
confidence in public speaking, hindering 
the development of effective 
communicative skills (Setyaji, 2021). 

Modern Islamic boarding schools 
emphasize the development of speaking 
skills as an integral part of learning Arabic 
(Robbaniyah & Lina, 2023). With Islamic 
values as a basis, Islamic boarding schools 
adopt an approach that adapts to the 
demands of the times (Chotimah et al., 
2023). Teachers in modern Islamic 
boarding schools must act as active 
facilitators. Speaking skills are considered 
important, not only as an understanding of 
language structure, but also the student's 
ability to communicate effectively. Thus, 
modern Islamic boarding schools are not 
only places of religious learning, but also 
environments where students can develop 

into individuals who are skilled and 
confident in speaking Arabic. 

One of the characteristics of modern 
Islamic boarding schools is that the 
language used by elements of modern 
Islamic boarding schools mostly uses 
Arabic and English in an effort to answer 
the challenges of the times so that students 
become individual learners who are also 
able to guide the community by using 
various languages effectively and 
appropriately (Fauziah & Maulana, 2022). 
K.H Imam Zarkasyi applies foreign 
language skills (Arabic and English) at the 
Gontor Islamic boarding school in the 
students' daily learning and 
communication (Afandi et al., 2022). Al-
Ishlah Islamic boarding school views the 
development of language skills, especially 
speaking skills as one of the most 
important programs and must be treated 
seriously (Mubaligh et al., 2022). In 
addition, the Nurul Haramain Islamic 
Boarding School has a foreign language 
program which is mandatory for all its 
students (Nurafni et al., 2022). Among the 
efforts to improve students' Arabic 
language skills, especially at the Al-
Istiqamah Ngatabaru Islamic Boarding 
School, are making Arabic the language of 
instruction in learning, providing 
mufrodhat/vocabularies and 
implementing muhadhoroh activities 
(Suryadinata et al., 2023). 

An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding 
School is one of the Islamic boarding 
schools in Jambi that adheres to modern 
educational principles which believe that 
Arabic language skills, especially speaking 
skills, have a central role in the formation 
of students' knowledge and personality. 
This boarding school views that the ability 
to communicate in Arabic is not just an 
additional skill, but is an important 
foundation for the development of 
knowledge and understanding of Islamic 
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teachings. Therefore, An-Nur Tangkit 
Islamic Boarding School actively integrates 
learning programs designed to improve 
students' ability to speak Arabic. Thus, the 
main aim is not only to teach the language 
as a separate skill, but also to make it a 
powerful tool in conveying religious 
understanding and contributing to the 
intellectual and social development of 
santri. With this holistic approach, An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic Boarding School is 
committed to creating a learning 
environment that supports and empowers 
students in mastering Arabic speaking 
skills, so that they can become skilled 
successors and be able to contribute 
positively to society. 

Developing speaking skills is an 
important program and must be taken 
seriously. Because with this ability, 
students are able to communicate well, 
able to convey messages in the form of 
ideas, aims and objectives to other people 
using spoken language. For this reason, 
teachers try to answer these learning 
problems by holding Arabic language 
lessons that are designed creatively, both 
in the programs and teaching strategies 
used. Based on researchers' observations, 
researchers found that these efforts 
produced satisfactory results. An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic boarding school graduates 
have superior abilities, especially in 
Arabic. Apart from that, the students were 
also able to achieve various achievements 
in the various Arabic language 
competitions they participated in. Based 
on the explanation above, the researcher 
wants to describe the strategies used by 
the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding 
school to improve the speaking skills of 
students. 

There are several relevant studies, 

including: first, Dawood Ahmed Mahdi 

(2022), Student performance showed that 

multimedia helped students to learn better. he 

revealed that there was a positive impact of 

the multimedia environment on the 

development of speaking and presentation 

skills among students; second, Holandyah et 

al., (2022) the results of the study indicated 

that students were challenged by a variety of 

issues that had prevented them from having a 

good speaking skill in English although they 

were involving in a life skill program. 

Teachers and school leaders should provide 

them with a well-designed program in order 

to prepare them to face real life situations 

after finishing their program; third, Ritonga et 

al., (2022) This study describes that Duolingo 

is very relevant to be used as a medium for 

learning Arabic for beginners because the 

teaching material begins with the new 

alphabet and vocabulary equipped with 

pictures; 

Fourth, Awwaludin et al., (2022), The 

establishment of a language environment can 

be done by: vocabulary development 

(mufrodat), displaying Arabic vocabulary 

(posters), in language environment facilities, 

practicing Arabic in daily communication, 

practicing Arabic speech and radio; fifth, 

Anggian (2023), Islamic boarding schools 

use a learning model that is considered 

effective for training and improving students' 

Arabic language skills. Santri learn Arabic in 

which Latin writing is not found in the book, 

there is only Arabic writing without a vowel. 

Santri are required to be able to read, 

understand, what has been conveyed by an 

ustadz, besides that in daily conversations 

students are required to use language (Arabic 

and English) because in modern Islamic 

boarding schools there is a language 

environment. 

From the five previous studies, it can 
be understood that the importance of 
speaking skills in the school environment 
and daily life. Language learning requires 
effective strategies so that students can 
master these speaking skills. These studies 
have explained some strategies that can be 
used in learning speaking skills whether in 
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a boarding school environment or not and 
in Arabic or English. These studies 
emphasize the importance of vocabulary 
and language environment as a way to 
improve speaking skills. In this research, 
the researcher will describe the strategies 
used by An-Nur Tangkit boarding school in 
improving the students' speaking skills. 

METHOD 

This research uses a qualitative 
approach with descriptive methods, the 
type of research is a case study. Case study 
is an in-depth research method that 
examines a particular case or phenomenon 
in detail to understand the context, 
complexity and factors involved. The case 
study aims to provide an in-depth 
understanding of the case (Sugiyono, 
2022: 5-6). The case study in this research 
aims to reveal the strategies used to 
improve students' speaking skills. The 
subjects in this research were male 
students at the AN-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
boarding school. 

This research was carried out at the 
An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding School in 
Jambi, the choice of location was based on 
several reasons, namely: 1) The An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic Boarding School is one of 
the modern Islamic boarding schools 
which is famous for its speaking skills for 
students in Jambi province; 2) An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic boarding school is 
committed to using the target language in 
daily learning and communication; 3) the 
an-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding school is 
recognized as one of the Islamic boarding 
schools that has excellent quality, 
including Arabic as proven by the various 
achievements achieved by the students; 4) 
An-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding school 
implements a language environment for 
students; 5) An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
boarding school always brings devotion 
from the Gontor Islamic boarding school 
every year. 

The data in this research was 
collected using three techniques, namely 
observation, interviews and 
documentation. Observations were carried 
out by looking at the learning process and 
student interaction activities. Interviews 
were conducted with caregivers, teachers 
and students. Meanwhile, documentation 
data is in the form of evidence of 
achievements achieved by students. The 
data collected was analyzed using the Mills 
and Huberman model which consists of 
three stages, namely: first, data reduction, 
namely the selected data is sorted and 
classified based on themes and their 
relevance to the research objectives. 
Second, data presentation. Data is 
presented through a narrative synthesis 
that outlines significant findings. Third, 
conclusion, which is a process of drawing 
conclusions that is carried out after 
research findings have been completely 
abstracted and produces knowledge that is 
expressed as a conclusion (Sugiyono, 
2020: 489-497). 

RESULT AND DISCUTION 

The An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding 
School, as an Islamic educational 
institution, has been transformed into a 
learning center that is committed to 
equipping its students with in-depth 
Arabic language skills. With a strong vision 
and mission, this Islamic boarding school 
aims to create an educational environment 
that supports the development of Arabic 
language competence. Students are 
expected to be able to master daily 
communication skills in Arabic. With a 
holistic approach, the An-Nur Tangkit 
Islamic Boarding School tries to create an 
adequate bi'ah lughowiyyah atmosphere, 
so that students can absorb and apply 
Arabic actively in various aspects of life. 
This is in line with Ust M.M's statement 
that the aim of teaching Arabic is not only 
designed to equip students with the ability 
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to read Arabic books. rather it is designed 
to equip students with the ability to 
express Arabic as a means of 
communication. 

The An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding 
School uses Arabic language learning 
strategies with a creative and innovative 
approach to achieve this goal. Through a 
holistic approach, this Islamic boarding 
school designs teaching strategies to 
create an inspiring learning environment. 
The Arabic language teaching system in 
this Islamic boarding school follows the 
strategy developed by KMI Gontor. This is 
in line with Ust S, he stated that the 
teaching there uses strategies developed at 
KMI Gontor.  

Teaching strategies are implemented 
in various forms of activities (Mizan et al., 
2024), oriented to equip students with the 
ability and mastery of Arabic language 
skills, especially operational speaking 
skills at the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
boarding school. Researchers found 
several strategies used by the An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic boarding school to 
improve speaking skills, namely: providing 
vocabulary; muhadatsah/conversation 
practice; use of direct methods in teaching; 
Arabic speech training; creating a language 
environment and holding competitions 
among santriwan and female students. 

a. Providing vocabulary 

Mastery of vocabulary has a crucial 
role in learning Arabic (Mizan & 
Musdalipa, 2023). By mastering 
vocabulary, someone can communicate 
more fluently and accurately, convey ideas 
and understand Arabic texts. A broad 
vocabulary can improve the ability to 
respond appropriately in a variety of 
situations. Thus, mastering vocabulary not 
only enriches language skills, but also 
opens the door to deeper understanding of 
aspects of Arabic life and culture. as well as 

supporting and determining a person's 
ability to master four language skills, 
namely listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills. Apart from that, mastery of 
vocabulary also forms a person's 
confidence in speaking Arabic. 

Vocabulary provision at the An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic boarding school is carried 
out after morning prayers five times a 
week, namely Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. This 
vocabulary provision was carried out by 
Al-Akh Mudabbir and Munadzomah (class 
XI and XII seniors). The vocabulary themes 
provided are related to daily 
communication activities such as: room 
conditions, classrooms, fields and so on. Al-
Akh's provision of vocabulary is guided 
directly by teachers and is often 
supervised directly by the boarding school 
leadership and the care department. 
Vocabulary provision by Al-Akh is guided 
directly by the teacher to ensure quality 
teaching and accurate understanding. 
Supervision by teachers, caregivers and 
leaders aims to ensure that the learning 
process runs effectively, avoids 
miscommunication and provides the 
necessary guidance and clarification for Al-
Akh and students. 

Mastery of vocabulary is the basis for 
students to speak a foreign language. The 
more vocabulary they have, the more 
fluently students will be when speaking 
the language in everyday communication 
contexts (Purwanto et al., 2022). So 
vocabulary mastery has a significant 
influence on speaking skills (Alterkawı, 
2023). Vocabulary is used in both spoken 
and written language (ع. ا. ف. محمود & الرحيم, 
n.d.) and is a tool for developing one's 
Arabic language skills  & (Mawardi et al., 
2022). Vocabulary mastery and speaking 
skills have a positive correlation, meaning 
that the higher the level of vocabulary 
mastery, the higher the level of speaking 
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skills (Tawarik, 2021). So the more 
vocabulary someone has, the easier it is for 
them to speak because they have a wider 
choice of words, allowing them to convey 
ideas and expressions with more precision 
and richness (Nurdianto, 2020). 

Thus, effective mastery of language 
skills does not only depend on 
grammatical structures and 
understanding grammar, but is also closely 
related to mastery of adequate, productive 
and current vocabulary (Kunah & 
Supriyani, 2024). An adequate vocabulary 
allows a person to convey thoughts and 
ideas precisely, avoid ambiguity and 
improve communication skills (Dewi et al., 
2023). The diversity and productivity of 
vocabulary enriches expression and 
improves speaking and writing skills (Peng 
et al., 2023). In addition, mastery of actual 
vocabulary ensures that a person can 
communicate relevantly in various 
contexts, especially considering the ever-
changing development of language 
(Avsheniuk et al., 2023).  

Therefore, when language skills and 
vocabulary complement each other, 
individuals can optimize communication 
skills more effectively and 
comprehensively in various situations and 
environments. Adequate, productive and 
up-to-date vocabulary is the key to 
effective language skills. A good 
vocabulary enables clear and precise 
communication, enriches expression, and 
ensures relevance in various contexts. The 
combination of language skills and a good 
vocabulary allows individuals to 
communicate optimally in various 
situations and environments. 

This is based on several researched 
that state that Vocabulary is one of the 
important parts that must be mastered if 
one wants to communicate well (Chotimah 
& Astiyandha, 2022). vocabulary is an 
important component in learning English 

(Umaralieva & kizi Yakhyoyeva, 2023). and 
has a significant effect on speaking skills 
(Dalimunthe & Haryadi, 2022). A good 
vocabulary can imrove one's confidence 
and ability to convey ideas and interact 
effectively (Gulo et al., 2022). Research 
also shows that the more vocabulary an 
individual has, the easier it is to 
understand and use in various contexts 
(Zhang & Zhang, 2022). Thus, a strong 
vocabulary is key to developing effective 
and fluent speaking skills (Mirsharapovna, 
2022). 

b. Muhadatsah Training 

Muhadatsah activities at the An-Nur 
Islamic Boarding School are an important 
strategy as a complement to providing 
vocabulary. Muhadatsah or direct 
speaking activities, provide practical 
opportunities for students to apply the 
vocabulary they have learned in everyday 
communicative situations. In muhadatsah, 
students are empowered to use their 
vocabulary actively, strengthening their 
understanding and speaking skills. This 
strategy integrates the use of vocabulary in 
relevant contexts, ensuring that students' 
knowledge is not only limited to passive 
understanding, but can also be applied 
fluently and effectively in daily 
interactions, helping students become 
skilled and confident Arabic speakers. 

Muhadatsah activities at the An-Nur 
Islamic boarding school are held twice a 
week. If the vocabulary is given on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday then this muhadatsah training 
is carried out on Tuesday and Friday after 
morning prayers. In this activity, students 
are asked to talk in pairs with their friends 
(muhadatsah) for approximately 30 
minutes. The theme of the muhadatsah is 
in accordance with the theme of the 
vocabulary given. In this activity, al-Akh 
and the teacher act as facilitators to ensure 
that every student is involved and 
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contributes to the discussion, creating an 
active and dynamic learning environment. 

Muhadatsah activities are a strategy 
that has a big influence on speaking skills 
( والآخرون الهزاني ). Alam and Asyrofi state 
that the Muhadatsah strategy has a very 
big role in improving students' speaking 
skills (Alam & Asyrofi, 2023). 
Implementation of the muhadatsah 
strategy can develop students' mastery of 
Arabic quite well (سلطان & هاشم, n.d.)   & (D. F. 
P. Pratama & Inayati, 2023). According to 
Harosan-Dogan and Cephe (2020) 
conversation practices must be carried out 
under any circumstances. Because it has 
several benefits such as building character, 
finding your identity and forming yourself. 
Able to attract the listener's attention in 
his conversation, has good acting in using 
body language and is also independent in 
creating language (Mubaligh et al., 2022). 

The use of the muhadatsah strategy 
at An-Nur Islamic Boarding School 
indicates an active approach to improving 
students' speaking skills. Through 
muhadatsah activities, students are given 
direct opportunities to speak in everyday 
contexts, applying the vocabulary they 
have learned (A. A. Putra & Patimah, 2023). 
This not only improves their 
understanding of the Arabic language, but 
also provides in-depth practical 
experience in communication ( ,سردوك

2020). Thus, muhadatsah helps to form 
confident and skilled Arabic speakers, 
because they are actively trained to 
express thoughts, ideas and feelings in 
Arabic fluently and effectively (Rahmi et 
al., 2024). It reflects a holistic approach to 
developing speaking skills, ensuring that 
vocabulary mastery is well integrated into 
everyday communicative practice (Sardi, 
2022). 

The use of the muhadatsah strategy 
in An-Nur Islamic Boarding School shows 
an active approach to improving students' 

speaking skills. Through this activity, 
students practice speaking in everyday 
contexts, applying the vocabulary they 
have learned, thus increasing their 
understanding and practical ability to 
communicate in Arabic. Muhadatsah helps 
students become confident and skilled 
Arabic speakers by training them to 
express their thoughts, ideas and feelings 
fluently and effectively. This approach 
ensures that vocabulary acquisition is 
integrated into daily communicative 
practice. 

muhadatsah is the presentation of 
language subject matter through 
conversation (Hasyim, 2023). The 
muhadatsah material should be adapted to 
the level of development and ability of the 
students (Anwar et al., 2024).  the use of 
muhadatsah is very effective on speaking 
skills (Widyawati, 2022). The application 
of muhadatsah can also be supported with 
a pocket book (Nabillah & Gumiandari, 
2024). besides that it must also be 
supported by the language environment 
(Assyifa & Sayekti, 2023). This 
muhadatsah exercise improves fluency 
(Ariska, 2024); enriches vocabulary 
(Fitriyani & Robiasih, 2021); and improves 
grammar through real-life use (Zuhairati 
et al., 2022). In addition, muhadatsah 
increases students' confidence in speaking, 
hones their listening skills, and helps them 
adjust to different accents and dialects 
(Kurnia, 2022). 

c. Direct method 

The An-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding 
school has determined the methods that 
teachers must use in learning, especially in 
language-oriented subjects. Ust S stated 
that the method used by teachers in 
teaching is the direct method. The direct 
method in language learning aims to form 
speaking and listening skills directly 
(Afrani, 2018). The main focus is on 
language use in everyday contexts, without 
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involving translation into the mother 
tongue. The aim of this method is to ensure 
students can communicate fluently, 
understand and produce the target 
language without translation barriers 
(Qomaruddin & Haq, 2023). The direct 
method also aims to reduce the gap 
between mastery of language structures 
and communication skills, creating a 
learning environment that is reflective of 
real language use situations. 

The use of direct methods in 
language learning at the An-Nur Tangkit 
Islamic boarding school is driven by 
several reasons. First, this method 
emphasizes direct experience in language, 
allowing students to interact actively with 
the target language. Second, this method 
can accelerate understanding and mastery 
of language, making a direct connection 
between conceptual understanding and 
practical use. Third, focusing on speaking 
and listening skills in a communicative 
environment increases students' ability to 
communicate spontaneously. Fourth, the 
elimination of translation into the mother 
tongue helps students think and respond 
directly in the target language. 

The use of target language is like a 
mother teaching her baby to speak, namely 
the teacher holds something and says this 
is a book, this is a chair and so on (in 
Arabic). Such learning is learning for 
beginners (new students). Meanwhile, for 
old students who have mastered Arabic, 
the teacher teaches or explains the subject 
matter in Arabic. These subjects include 
Durulus al-Lughoh, Muthola'ah/reading, 
Mahfudzot, Fiqh al-Wadhih, Tafsir, 
Khulashoh Nurul Yaqin, Nahwu al-Wadhih, 
Shorof and other Arabic-oriented lessons. 
Meanwhile, general subjects such as 
mathematics, physics, biology, sociology, 
geography, economics and so on do not use 
this method. 

The direct method emerged due to 
dissatisfaction with the results of language 
teaching using conventional methods 
linked to the demands of real needs in 
society (Mirzayev & Oripova, 2022). The 
direct method is a way of presenting 
foreign language learning material where 
the teacher directly uses the foreign 
language as the language of instruction and 
without using the students' language at all 
in teaching (أحمد  &  n.d.). If there are ,علي 
words that are difficult for students to 
understand, then the teacher interprets 
them using props, demonstrating, 
illustrating, etc. (Azizi, 2023). The direct 
method supports the success of students in 
improving their speaking skills (  محمد

 .(والآخرون

The use of direct methods in learning 
Arabic indicates an in-depth approach to 
understanding and mastering the 
language. In this context, the direct method 
emphasizes students' direct experience 
with Arabic. This creates a classroom 
environment that allows students to 
actively participate in Arabic 
conversations and activities without 
reliance on translation. This method also 
requires students to learn vocabulary and 
grammar in a situational context, 
providing a direct understanding of the 
practical use of the Arabic language. The 
focus on speaking and listening skills 
directly engages students in 
communicative activities that support the 
development of communication skills. 
Thus, using direct methods in learning 
Arabic means providing a more holistic 
learning experience, emphasizing the 
direct application of language knowledge 
in everyday life and real situations. 

d. Speech Practice 

At the An-Nur Islamic Boarding 
School, Arabic speeches are held twice a 
week, namely Thursday and Tuesday. The 
students were asked to make speeches in 
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turns according to a predetermined 
schedule. Speech training is carried out for 
two hours. This exercise is clear evidence 
of commitment to improving students' 
speaking skills. This activity creates 
regular opportunities for students to hone 
their speaking skills in a supportive 
environment. Through regularly 
scheduled speech practice, students are 
encouraged to compose and deliver 
speeches on various topics, strengthening 
their thinking structure and verbal 
expression. Thus, the policy at the An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic boarding school not only 
emphasizes the importance of speaking 
skills, but also provides an active platform 
for the planned and sustainable 
development of students' communicative 
competence. 

Speech practice is an effective 
strategy for improving speaking 
skills(Semiun et al., 2022). By practicing 
speeches, a person can gain experience in 
composing and conveying ideas in a 
structured manner. This exercise 
strengthens articulation skills, word 
emphasis and speech rhythm (Kusuma & 
Sari, 2022). In addition, speeches build 
confidence in public speaking, reduce 
anxiety and improve persuasive skills (H. 
M. M. Putra et al., 2023). The process of 
preparing and delivering a speech involves 
choosing the right words, setting the tone 
of voice and using body language, all of 
which contribute to improving 
communication skills (Krisbiantoro et al., 
2023). Therefore, engaging in regular 
speech practice becomes a progressive 
step towards achieving higher speaking 
skills. 

Arabic speech training at the An-Nur 
Tangkit Islamic Boarding School is not just 
a speaking activity, but is a significant 
forum for students. In this context, speech 
becomes a tool that allows them to practice 
Arabic continuously. The process of 

composing and delivering a speech 
establishes a consistent speaking routine, 
gradually honing language skills. More 
than that, speech practice has a positive 
impact on the psychology of students. They 
can grow in self-confidence, feel 
motivation to continue improving, and 
build confidence in conveying their 
thoughts and ideas in Arabic. In other 
words, speech is not only language 
practice, but also a means of character 
formation and personal development for 
students at the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
Boarding School. 

Speech practice is important for 
improving speaking skills as it helps one 
organize and convey ideas systematically 
and clearly (Abdikarimova et al., 2021). 
Regular speech practice improves fluency 
(Hanzawa, 2024); confidence (Widyawati, 
2022); and the ability to manage body 
language and voice intonation (Aman & 
Mahamod, 2022). It also trains one to think 
quickly and respond to the audience, 
which is essential for effective 
communication (Abdikarimova et al., 
2021). In addition, it helps expand 
vocabulary and grammatical 
understanding   ،2021والآخرون) محمود   ).  

e. Creating a Language Environment 

The language environment plays a 
key role in developing Arabic language 
skills. In an adequate environment, 
students consistently interact among 
themselves (Ilhami & Robbani, 2022). 
Daily interaction in the language deepens 
understanding and stimulates its use. A 
supportive environment also increases 
individual confidence and comfort in 
communicating. With consistency and 
intensity of language interaction, 
individuals can achieve deeper and more 
functional mastery of Arabic, making the 
language environment an integral element 
in the development of Arabic language 
skills. so that the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
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boarding school as an educational 
institution that uses Arabic as a language of 
communication pays high attention to the 
language environment. Ust M.M stated that 
to achieve the goal of making Arabic an 
everyday language, teaching Arabic is not 
enough just in the classroom. The use of 
language must be practiced in daily 
communication. The An-Nur Tangkit 
environment has been designed as a 
language environment, all students are 
required to use Arabic or English in daily 
communication. The use of Indonesian is 
strictly prohibited, especially using the 
mother tongue. 

In order to create this language 
environment, several programs have been 
designed by the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
boarding school, namely, first, making an 
invitation to students to speak the 
language. This invitation takes the form of 
writing which is placed in the corners of 
the Islamic boarding school and places 
where students always pass by. The text is 
"Billingual Area". Second, spies were 
spread to see who spoke languages other 
than Arabic and English. The names found 
by the spies will be tried for advice and 
punishment after evening prayers. The 
punishments given are constructive, such 
as memorizing vocabulary, praying 
tahajjud, fasting, reading the Koran and so 
on. Third, create a language week. The 
language week in question is the division 
of languages used by students. For 
example, this week we use Arabic, then 
next week we will use English. 

The Arabic language environment 
was formed based on the objectives: (1) 
developing activities and creativity related 
to Arabic by involving practice and 
theoretical understanding under fun and 
informal situations; (2) students can get 
used to communicatively using Arabic in 
discussion activities, dialogue practice and 
various Arabic language materials 

obtained in class (Ajyad & Yusuf, 2022). 
Speaking skills are very important 
language skills, without an optimal 
language environment, it is difficult to 
master them (Abdullah et al., 2020). So the 
language environment plays a big role in 
students' language skills (Rahman, 2021). 

This Arabic language environment 
model provides direct and natural mastery 
of the Arabic language (Astuti et al., 2020). 
Arabic language learning that takes place 
optimally in a language environment is 
able to train students' skills in all aspects 
of the language (Mizan & Hajar, 2023). The 
implications of a directed, guided and 
conducive language environment give rise 
to communication activities that function 
to support students' language skills  
(Ritonga & Nurdianto, 2022)   & (Hasan et 
al., 2019). This language environment is a 
field for honing and practicing Arabic (  سعيد
 Kasmantoni et al said that the key .(والآخرون
to successful speaking can also be done by 
applying Arabic in the language 
environment. Implementing a language 
environment will increase speaking 
fluency (Kasmantoni et al., 2022). 

The importance of the language 
environment for the speaking ability of 
students in Islamic boarding schools lies in 
its critical role in forming fluency and 
proficiency in the Arabic language. An 
Arabic-rich environment creates an 
atmosphere where students are 
consistently exposed to the language. 
Through daily interactions, including 
discussions, learning and communicative 
activities, students can actively practice 
their speaking skills. This environment is a 
source of inspiration and motivation to 
continue improving communication skills, 
building confidence in speaking and 
deepening language understanding. 
Therefore, the language environment is 
not only a place of learning, but also a 
driving force that helps students build a 
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strong foundation in mastering Arabic, 
ensuring that their speaking skills develop 
optimally. 

f. Hold a Competition 

Competitions are one of the 
strategies to improve speaking skills at the 
An-Nur Tangkit Islamic Boarding School. 
Through speaking competitions, students 
are given the opportunity to apply their 
Arabic vocabulary and structures in a more 
competitive context. The competition 
challenges students to speak clearly, 
persuasively and creatively. As well as 
fostering a spirit of healthy competition. 
Apart from that, participation in 
competitions also provides valuable 
practical experience, helping students 
build confidence in speaking in public.  

Thus, the competition is not only an 
evaluation event, but also a strong means 
of motivation to significantly improve 
students' speaking skills. K.M as chairman 
of Munadzomah/ OPPN (An-Nur Islamic 
boarding school student organization) 
stated that the competitions to improve 
speaking skills were the Arabic speech 
competition and the selection of master 
language. This competition is a 
competition that is held once a year. This 
competition is a competition between 
female students and female students. Each 
student sends a representative who has 
gone through a strict selection stage. 

Competitions can be interpreted as 
an effective strategy to improve speaking 
skills by bringing an element of 
competition(Ban et al., 2023). In the 
context of the An-Nur Tangkit Islamic 
Boarding School, Arabic speech and 
master language competitions provide 
additional incentives for students to 
participate actively and improve their 
speaking skills in Arabic. Competition 
creates challenges that encourage students 
to speak more confidently and effectively, 

honing clarity of expression and 
persuasive skills. In addition, the 
competition atmosphere creates positive 
reinforcement, helps students overcome 
their fear of public speaking, and provides 
valuable experience in competitive 
situations. Thus, competitions become a 
strategy that stimulates motivation, 
provides practical opportunities, and 
enriches learning experiences to improve 
students' speaking skills. 

Competitions are important in 
improving speaking skills as they create an 
environment that encourages participants 
to give their best (Ceneciro et al., 2023). 
Participation in speaking competitions 
boosts confidence and motivates 
individuals to practice more intensively 
(Liu, 2020). Competitions also provide an 
opportunity to get constructive feedback 
from judges, which helps in correcting 
mistakes and improving speaking 
techniques. In addition, competing with 
other participants enriches the experience 
and inspires to keep learning and 
improving (Adams & Preez, 2022). Overall, 
speaking competitions are an effective tool 
for honing speaking skills( والآخرون، الحكي م 

2023). 
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CONCLUSION 

The An-Nur Tangkit Islamic boarding 
school is a modern Islamic boarding school 
that is committed to using Arabic and 
English in daily communication. There are 
several strategies used to improve 
speaking skills, namely: first, providing 
vocabulary, the vocabulary themes given 
are vocabulary that is often used in 
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everyday communication such as at school, 
canteen, mosque, room and so on. 
Vocabulary provision is carried out every 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday after morning prayers; second, 
conversation training, through 
muhadatsah activities, students are given 
direct opportunities to speak in everyday 
contexts and apply the vocabulary they 
have learned previously. The theme of the 
muhadatsah is adapted to the theme in the 
previous vocabulary provision; third, the 
use of direct methods in the learning 
process, as for subjects that use direct 
methods, namely Durus al-Lughoh, 
Muthola'ah, Nahwu al-Wadhi, Shorof, Fiqh 
Al-Wadhih and others. Meanwhile, general 
subjects such as mathematics, physics, 
biology, sociology, geography, economics 
and so on do not use this method. 

The fourth speech practice, Arabic 
speeches are carried out twice a week, 
namely Thursday and Tuesday. This 
activity creates regular opportunities for 
students to hone their speaking skills on 
various topics, strengthen thinking 
structures and verbal expression; fifth, 
creating a language environment, namely 
making an invitation to students to speak 
the language, forming spies. Giving 
constructive advice and punishment and 
holding a language week. The language 
week in question is the setting of the 
language schedule used by students. For 
example, this week uses Arabic, then next 
week will use English; sixth, hold 
competitions. Through competitions, 
participation in competitions also provides 
valuable practical experience, helping 
students build confidence in speaking in 
public. Thus, the competition is not only an 
evaluation event, but also a strong means 
of motivation to significantly improve 
students' speaking skills 
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